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FOREWORD

This course is for any professional in emergency management or anyone who is looking for a
career in the profession.  You could be asked to respond to questions about hazards that you may
not normally encounter and about national level activities outside your community.  People
expect that capability of professionals.

There are two parts to this book.  One part is an orientation to the national assets coordinated by
FEMA and the Federal role in disaster management.  The other part is devoted to increasing our
knowledge of a wider range of hazards.  We have joined these two different topics in one book
because they represent the broader field of emergency management.  If you widen your
professional outlook, you may become a more versatile emergency manager.  You will be better
able to coordinate outside your jurisdiction and to apply your skills to hazards and circumstances
in any part of the country.

You are part of a profession that needs people who are flexible, resourceful, and have wide-
ranging knowledge and experience.  Professionals in emergency management have found
employment in agencies and organizations not just in their home communities but throughout
this country.  They are competent not only with their own jurisdiction’s hazards and local
responsibilities, but they are also knowledgeable about many hazards and national level
responsibilities.  By acquiring this broader background in the profession, you may bring new
ideas and innovations to your community and its neighbors, and may contribute at the State,
national, and international levels as well.
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INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE

As a State or local emergency management official, it is your responsibility to know which specific
hazards your community faces and be able to identify public safety issues when hazards threaten.  Your
primary concern in the event of an emergency is to warn citizens and take whatever actions are needed to
protect life and property and minimize damage.

Working independently through this course, you will learn about the role of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), the types of damage that specific natural and manmade hazards can cause,
and how–and under what circumstances–FEMA can help.  Through reading assignments and exercises,
you will be better prepared to apply the fundamentals of disaster response and recovery for the hazards
that affect your community.

How To Complete This Course

This course is designed for self-study.  The course includes two sections:

 The FEMA Organization.  This section provides background information to help you understand
FEMA’s mission and operations.

 Planning For and Identifying Community Hazards.  This section discusses specific hazards.

Throughout the course, you will be asked to read some information and then apply what you learned in a
series of exercises.  Additionally, you will be quizzed on your understanding of the material.  Upon
completion of the course, you will be required to take a final examination.

Work through this course at a pace that is comfortable for you.  Take enough time to ensure that you have
mastered the content before proceeding.  Pay special attention to the areas where your community is most
vulnerable.

At the end of the course is a final exam that will help you evaluate how much you’ve learned during the
course.  Although the final exam is not graded, it is recommended that you take the exam as a self-
evaluation.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

When you complete this course, you should be able to:

 Identify the types of hazards for which your community is at greatest risk.

 Identify the types of damage that are likely from high-risk hazards to your community.

 Identify the types of assistance that FEMA can provide and the steps required to request FEMA
assistance
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